AGENDA ITEM 4
PRC01/19
A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO
A MEETING OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL
to be held on Wednesday 30 October 2019
in the Council Chamber, Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, at 6.00 pm
MALVERN TOWN COMMUNITY SUPPORT GRANT
COMMUNITY ACTION MALVERN & DISTRICT
1.

Purpose of Report

1.1.

For decision.

2.

Recommendation

2.1.

Committee considers Community Action’s application for an Annual Community
Support Grant of £10,900 for the year 2020/21 and makes a recommendation on
its inclusion into the 2020/21 Annual Budget. The application form is attached at
Appendix A.

3.

Background

3.1.

Community Action has for many years received an annual grant from Malvern
Town Council and they are asked to reapply in October each year for funding for
the following financial year.

3.2.

In 2018, Full Council approved a grant of £10,900 to Community Action for
2019/20.

3.3.

Community Action has now submitted a grant application for this funding to be
continued in 2020/21, and once again have applied for a grant of £10,900.

3.4.

Members should note that all supporting documents have been received. These
have not all been circulated due to the volumes of paperwork involved but are
available for members to view at the office should they wish.

3.5.

Community Action is one of two organisations who currently receive a community
support grant from the Council, subject to a successful renewal application being
agreed.

3.6.

It should be noted that Community Action pays an annual rent to the Town Council
for use of the 3rd floor offices at Belle Vue Terrace. At the Full Council meeting in
December 2017, it was resolved that the lease of the third floor offices to
Community Action be renewed for a further three years, at an annual rent of
£10,900. This lease is due to expire on 31 December 2020 and therefore will
need to be reviewed by Council next year.

4.

Financial Implications

4.1.

Following approval of the grant, £10,900 will be included in the Town Council’s
Grants budget for 2020/21.

4.2.

The Grant is paid upon request in two instalments, July and January each year, in
line with receipt of the precept from Malvern Hills District Council.
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5.

Legal Implications

5.1.

The Town Council has the power to award grants under Sections 137, 142, 144
and 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 and Section 19 of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. It can also use the Power of
General Competence for this purpose.

End
Linda Blake
Town Clerk

APPENDIX A
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A REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK TO
A MEETING OF THE POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE
MALVERN TOWN COUNCIL
to be held on Wednesday 30 October 2019
in the Council Chamber, Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern, at 6.00 pm
SAGE ACCOUNTING SYSTEM UPGRADE

1.

Purpose of Report

1.1.

For decision.

2.

Recommendation

2.1.

Committee is recommended to agree the upgrade of the Council’s SAGE
Accounting System to “SAGE 50cloud Professional subscription with Microsoft
Office 365 Integration and Premium Plus support”.

3.

Background

3.1.

The Town Council currently uses SAGE 50 Accounts Professional; the system
was last upgraded in 2012.

3.2.

An annual maintenance fee of £1,371 is paid to SAGE to cover ongoing support
and maintenance as needed.

3.3.

Some Councillors will be aware of VAT Notice 700/22: Making Tax Digital, which
requires VAT registered businesses to keep records in digital form and file their
VAT returns using software.

3.4.

Many businesses have been required to do this since 1 April 2019, but local
councils are in a category called deferred organisations and therefore must submit
VAT returns digitally for the accounting period beginning 1 October 2019.

3.5.

The Town Council does not currently have Making Tax Digital (MTD) compliant
software and therefore will not be able to comply with the legislation by
communicating with HMRC digitally through their application programming
interface (API) platform.

3.6.

The Town Clerk has spoken with SAGE regarding the upgrade required to be MTD
compliant and an upgrade to SAGE 50cloud Professional subscription with
Microsoft Office 365 Integration and Premium Plus support will be required. The
cost of this upgraded package is charged on an ongoing contract basis of £132.50
per month for a minimum of 12 months.

3.7.

This cost includes product improvements and legislation updates; online, webchat
and email support; HR and Health and Safety advice; reports library; Microsoft
Office 365 support; telephone support; 30 minute call-back; Excel support and an
annual health check. It will also allow the Council to keep up with the changes
brought in by MTD and has secure online access and the freedom of cloud and
mobile technology.

3.8.

Town Council Officers are familiar with SAGE and would prefer to continue with
this accounting system rather than to swap provider. SAGE is also a well-known
and well-regarded software used by many businesses and accountants.
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4.

Financial Implications

4.1.

The upgrade to SAGE 50cloud Professional will be an ongoing subscription of
£132.50 per month, therefore £1,590 per annum. This is slightly more than the
current maintenance charge of £1,371 per annum but is fully inclusive of the
upgrade required plus ongoing support and maintenance.

5.

Legal Implications

5.1.

Malvern Town Council is a VAT registered council and therefore must comply with
VAT Notice 700/22: Making Tax Digital by the time of its VAT return for the quarter
ending 31 December 2019, due to be submitted in early February 2020.

End
Linda Blake
Town Clerk

